
   

DEAR PARENTS 

 

Welcome back to the Spring Term.  I 

hope you all had a fun filled break – 

it certainly sounds as though you all 

did, listening to the pupils’ news! 
 

This term is often challenging 

regarding the weather.  If transport 

is affected due to poor road 

conditions, we will endeavour to let 

you know by phone.  Can you please 

read the following section regarding 

transport and take note of the 

guidance provided?  We had a very 

busy term before the break and I 

shall provide highlights before 

looking forward to all that is 

happening this term. 
 

May I wish you all a prosperous and 

healthy 2017. 

Susie 
 

Telephone numbers –  

Lochdonhead Primary School – 01680 

812473 

Ulva Primary School – 01688 500246. 

Mobile  079029 44626 

Home 01688 302244 

In an emergency, if you are unable to 

contact me, Claire’s mobile number is 

- 07766263188 

 

 
 

 

TRANSPORT 
 

Helen and Flora provide our school 

transport.  If for any reason there 

should be an alteration to the pick 

up/drop off for your child can you 

please contact Helen directly?  Her 

mobile number is – 07837444641 and 

her home number is – 01680812175.  

If there is any absence, please follow 

our procedures and phone the school 

before 9.15am as well as letting 

Helen know as soon as possible in the 

morning. 
 

School starts at 9.15am and finishes 

at 3.30pm and we want to support 

Helen to ensure the pupils arrive to 

school in good time and leave 

promptly to ensure health and safety 

for our pupils. 
 

Thank you for your support with this. 
 

HALLOWEEN PARTY 

 

On Monday 31st October, the 

children held their Halloween party 

at the school. The children came in 

wonderful costumes and they 

decorated super Halloween biscuits. 

All pupils put a lot of thought and 

effort into decorating their biscuits. 

 

FIELD TRIP 

 

In November, we went on a field trip 

to Oban to find out more about 

creating our own nature trail at 

Lochdonhead. We started the day 

with a nature trail around Dunollie 

Castle. We got lots of super ideas 

about information posters and ways 

to make the walk really magical. 

 

 
 

After that, we went to Ganavan 

Beach. This was to participate in the 

Great British research into lugworms 

around the UK. We investigated how 

many lugworms we could find in an 

area of the beach. We dug into the 

sand carefully and managed to find 

quite a few. 
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PROJECT TRUST 

 

Jordan Wilson, the Education 

Coordinator at Project Trust, came 

to talk to the children on Monday 

14th November at Lochdonhead 

School. She provided the children 

with a very interesting workshop on 

Global Citizenship and Child Poverty. 

The children all contributed very 

valuable thoughts and created their 

own personalised Tree of Life. 

 

 
 

WORLD BOOK DAY 

 

For the World Book Day competition, 

the pupils were asked to design a 

display that answered the question 

“What makes us a school of books?”. 

After reading The Lion, The Witch 

and The Wardrobe, the pupils 

wanted a wardrobe that they could 

walk through to enter their world of 

books. Their final display is a 

creative masterpiece. If you haven’t 

seen it already then please pop and 

see for yourself. 
 

 
 

THE BIG DRAW COMPETITION 

 

All pupils entered the STEAM 

(Science, technology, engineering, art 

and maths) big draw competition 

being organized by the Mull 

Aquarium. Ella won first prize for 

her very detailed drawing of her 

underwater vehicle. She won a 

beautiful certificate and a propeller 

machine kit – well done Ella! 

 

 
 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

 

Well done to Taylor and Lucy who 

showed confidence in their singing 

and Highland dancing skills at the 

Community Christmas Lunch at the 

Isle of Mull Hotel. They treated the 

guests to a rendition of Rudolph the 

Red Nosed Reindeer and two 

Highland dances and the audience 

were very appreciative. They handed 

out Christmas cards from us all at 

the school, along with an invite to our 

Christmas show. Thank you to Lucy 

and Taylor for this fantastic 

achievement. You did the school and 

the community proud! 

 
 

PANTO TRIP 

 

In December, P5-P7 from 

Lochdonhead and Ulva visited 

Glasgow with Tobermory School for a 

Panto Trip. Firstly we visited 

Kelvingrove Museum where there was 

so much to see and do, it was 

wonderful. Then we were entertained 

by Elfie’s Magical Adventure at the 

Pavilion Theatre. The following day 

we had the ‘Hampden Experience’ 

where even the most reluctant 

football fan found something to join 

in with – the speed of some of the 

goal kicks was brilliant! It was a 

pleasure to take them on this trip 

and they were wonderful 

ambassadors for their school. 

 

 
 

MULL MUSICAL MINDS 

 

Word has got round that we have 

super singers at the school as they 

were invited to the Mull Musical 

Mind Christmas lunch at An Roth to 

share some festive songs with the 

choir. The pupils were entrancing and 

the Mull singers harmonized 

beautifully in some of their lovely 

songs. At the end, they were 

presented with a lovely box of 

sweets to thank them for their 

wonderful entertainment. 

 

CHRISTMAS PLAY 

 

The Christmas Show, Santa Strikes 

Back, was a huge success.  What a 

talented group we have to be able to 

write, produce, direct and act out 

their own play - Wow! Such a lot to 

remember, they did so well.   

Claire, Kate and Claire provided 

tremendous support for this and I 

am so grateful for all their talents. 

Thank you also to all parents for 

contributing to props and stunning 

costumes. 

That night we made £424.62, which 

is fantastic. Thanks to you all for 

your hard work in making this such a 

success, including selling the raffle 

tickets, before and on the night, the 

donations of raffle tickets, the hot 

chocolate, mince pies and the 

popcorn. 

 

 
 



 

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

 

On the last day of term, Cathy 

MacLean treated us all to a fantastic 

Carol service at the church during 

her lunch break! The plan was that 

the pupils from Ulva would come 

across and join us, but unfortunately 

the forecast was so bad that we had 

to cancel these plans. 

I would like to say a special thank 

you to Cathy for delivering the 

service and we really appreciate all 

she does for the school. 

 

HOME LEARNING CLUB 
 

 
 

Home learning club continues to be a 

tremendous success. Claire feels 

that the pupils are using their time 

wisely and working hard. The next 

steps are to invite members of the 

community to come in and work with 

the children. 
 

SCIENCE CLUB 
 

Jane Gordon-Chauvet came in last 

term to provide a Science after 

school club for the pupils. The pupils 

have been working on aspects of 

Human Biology to create a life-sized 

body display. Over this time, the 

pupils managed to achieve their first 

CREST certificate and they are also 

one step toward their first Blue 

Peter award. 

It is hoped that this will resume this 

term and when we have finalised 

dates we will get them to you. 

 

 

EVIDENCE FOR LEARNING APP 

 
Our reports this term included work 

from the pupils Evidence for 

Learning App. In general, the 

feedback from parents was very 

positive, however we will continue to 

send home the teachers comment 

sheet with each report. 
 

 
 

THE TERM AHEAD 

 

TAG RUGBY  

 

Babs has provided us with dates for 

the Tag Rugby Competitions. These 

are: 29th January, 5th March, 23rd 

April and 20th May. 

 

SPORTS CLUBS 
 

The children are really keen to start 

up some lunchtime clubs. This term 

they hope to run a pool club and 

running club. Babs Whyte has agreed 

to provide help in setting these up eg 

provide resources, advice on rules 

etc.  

We are also looking to start an after 

school club if possible. Would you or 

anyone you know, be able to give an 

hour of your time to provide a club 

for the pupils at the school? It 

doesn’t need to be for the whole 

year, just a term would be wonderful. 

It could be done here at the school 

or we could hire out the hall, 

whichever would suit best. If you can 

help in any way please get in touch 

with me. Thank you. 

 
HEALTH DAY 

 

We shall be having a Comic Relief 

Health Day this term on Friday 24th 

March. This will be at Salen school 

for P1-P6 and Tobermory High 

School for P7. This will give the 

opportunity for the pupils to work 

with other children who attend 

schools in our Cluster.   

A limited number of red noses are 

now available at the school office for 

£1 

 
 

SWIMMING 

 

 
 

Swimming will start again on 

Wednesday 22nd February and will 

run until Wednesday 29th March. 

 

CYCLING 

 

Davie Graham will be visiting the 

school this term to give the pupils 

some cycle coaching and Gus Whyte 

will also be visiting for a day to 

provide cycle maintenance training. 

 
 

STEM INTERDISCIPLINARY 

LEARNING 

 

This term, the pupils will be focusing 

their interdisciplinary learning on a 

STEM challenge (science, technology, 

engineering and maths) and they will 

be entering the Scottish Engineering 

Special Leaders Award.  

We would really like to get as many 

aspects of engineer in as possible, so 

if you know of any engineer who 

would be willing to come in and talk 

to the pupils, please let us know. 
 

 



 

 

SCHOOL BLOG 

 

The school blog is being regularly 

updated and would really love if all 

our parents could “follow” us.  You 

will then automatically receive 

notifications when new information is 

added. 

 We use the blog like an online 

newsletter and we update it as 

events, news and activities happen. 

 There are also dedicated 

information pages where we post 

about classroom activities and share 

the curriculum overviews for each 

term. Our parent council continue to 

run the school Facebook page, there 

is a link to this on our blog page.   

 If you have any questions or 

suggestions about the information 

that is available on the blog, or 

information that you would like to 

see, please get in touch.  If you are 

unable or have difficulties in 

accessing the internet and wish to 

receive updates in paper or email 

format please let us know. 

The blog address is 

https://lochdonprimaryschool.wordpr

ess.com/ 

  

NUMERACY  

 

As part of my role as numeracy 

coordinator for the authority, I will 

be attending a 2 day seminar by 

Lynda Keith at Inveraray. Lynda is a 

highly respected educational 

consultant in numeracy and I expect 

to bring back many new ideas and 

initiatives to both schools to help 

raise attainment in numeracy.  

 

LITERACY FORUM 

 

Claire, who is helping to write the 

Literacy Policy for the Authority, will 

be meeting with the Literacy forum 

through our online Lync system this 

term. Even though, due to our 

remoteness, she can’t be there in 

person, Lync provides a way of 

allowing Claire to be involved in this 

very valuable process. 

MIDDLE LEADERSHIP 

 

Claire will be attending the Argyll & 

Bute and East Dunbartonshire Inter-

Authority Session for middle leaders 

on Saturday 14th January in 

Helensburgh. Claire has found these 

events very valuable for forging links 

with other middle leaders and 

inspiring good ideas. Many of these 

she has brought back to the school 

and we at Lochdonhead have really 

benefitted from her attendance. 

 

PROFESSIONAL VISITS 

 

Laurie Black, the Area PT for Pupils 

Support/ASN will be visiting on 

Tuesday 24th January to discuss pupil 

support needs. 

 

Clare Bryden, Area PT for Literacy, 

will be visiting on 25th January to 

discuss our current literacy schemes 

and approaches to all things literacy. 

 

P1 REGISTRATION 

 

The week for registering new P1s to 

the school is 16th January 2017. Can 

you let any interested candidates 

know please? 

 

WORKING WITH PARENTS 

 

As you know we are very keen indeed 

to involve you in any way we can in 

the working life of the school.  If 

you would like to come in to share 

any skill, assist in any project (we 

have our science shed, greenhouse 

and conservation garden as on-going 

projects), wish to help in class in any 

way, please let us know.  We would 

really welcome your help. 

 

PARENT COUNCIL 
 

The date for the next Parent Council 

meeting is Friday 20th January at 

3pm. 

 

 

FEBRUARY BREAK 
 

This will be February 10th to 

Wednesday 15th for pupils.  Staff will 

have an inset on Friday 10th.  

 

EASTER 

 

School will close on the afternoon of 

Friday 31st March and will re-open on 

Tuesday 18th April. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 

 

9.1.17 – School starts 

16.1.17 – Week of P1 registration 

20.1.17 – Parent Council Meeting 

24.1.17 – Laurie Black PT Pupil 

Support visiting  

25.1.17 – Clare Bryden Area PT for 

Literacy visiting 

28.1.17 – Tag rugby 

6.2.17 – Community Cafe 

9.2.17 – School closes for February 

break 

10.2.17 – In-service 

16.2.17- School re-opens 

22.2.17 – Swimming starts. 

1.3.17 – Swimming  

4.3.17 – Tag rugby 

6.3.17 – Community Cafe 

8.3.17 – Swimming  

15.3.17 – Swimming  

22.3.17 – Swimming  

24.3.17 – Health Day / Comic Relief 

Day  

29.3.17 – Swimming  

31.3.17 – School closes for Easter 

break 

18.4.17 – School re-opens 

28.4.17 – School closes for May 

break 

2.5.17 – School re-opens 

15.5.17 – In-service 

29.5.17 – 2.6.17 – P6/7 residential 

trip 

9.6.17 – Sports Day 

12.6.17 – 16.6.17 – P7 induction 

week 

30.6.17 – School closes 
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